360              FROM PEKIN TO  CALAIS BY  LAND.

The city stands on a high hill, at the confluence
of the Volga and Oka rivers, and in fair time
presents a strange and unique spectacle. The fair
is held on the left-hand bank of the Oka river,
being connected with the town by a long floating
bridge, but at this season the river itself is so
covered with boats and barges, anchored for the
sale of goods, as to look like dry land.

The town of Nijui itself is well built, and its
broad, steep streets paved with asphalte in many
places, They are lit by gas, and some of the prin-
cipal thoroughfares by electric light. Altogether,
we were well pleased with the city, the first we had
yet seen without a single wooden building to mar
the beauty of stone buildings, that would'not have
disgraced London or Paris, and yet forty years ago
there were scarcely a dozen stone houses in the
place!

Leaving Nijni Novgorod on the evening of the
5th October, the following morning saw ,us in
Moscow, and comfortably installed at that luxu-
rious but expensive hotel, the " Slavianski Bazar,"
an establishment almost equal in comfort to the
Hotel Bristol in Paris, but about twice as dear in
its charges. The restaurant is, perhaps, one of the
finest in the world. In the centre of the latter is
a large round tank covered with white water-lilies,
and fringed by reeds and- riverside flowers, in
which swim lazily to and fro huge sturgeon and
sterlet, brought daily from the Volga, and which
are chosen and picked out by divers with a small
net a couple of hours before they are eaten, thus
ensuring perfect freshness.